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SUBJECT: DEPMIN PERES OP SOVIET MILITARY AID TO SYRIA 

1. DEPMIN PERES, REPLYING TO KNESSET QUESTIONS JULY 30, 

SAID THAT TEAM OP SOVIET INSTRUCTORS AND ADVISERS IN SYRIA 
HAS RECENTLY BEEN INCREASED AT AN ACCELERATED PACE, BUT THERE 
IS NO PROOP THAT SUCH TEAMS ALSO OPERATE SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS 
IN THE BATTLEFIELD. 

2. PERES FURTHER SAID THAT SOVIET UNION IS SUPPLYING TERRORIST 
ORGANIZATIONS WITH ARMS AND EQUIPMENT BY MEANS OP SHIPS CALLING 
AT ALGERIA, IRAQ AND SYRIA. IN ADDITION TO DIRECT ARMS SUPPLIES 
PROM RUSSIA, TERRORITST ARE RECEIVING AID IN PORM OP WEAPONS 
AND EQUIPMENT PROM OTHER COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, AND IT CAN 

BE ASSUMED THAT THESE TRANSACTIONS ARE EPFECTED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE, 
ENCOURAGEMENT AND PERHAPS EVEN MEDIATION OP THE SOVIET UNION. 

3. PERES FUTHER STATED THAT SOVIET WEAPONS WERE REACHING 
TERRORISTS PROM ARAB STATES SUCH AS SYRIA, LIBYA AND IRAQ 
AND THESE ARMS SHIPMENTS, TOO, WERE WITHOUT DOUBT BEING SENT 
WITH THE PULL KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT OP THE USSR. 

4. COMMENT: JUSTICE MINISTER ZADOK TOLD US JULY 29 THAT CABINET 
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HAD RECEIVED IN-DEPTH MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BRIEPING IN MID- JULY, 
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ACCORDING TO WHICH SOVIET ARMS SUPPLIES TO SYRIA HAD BEEN SIG- 
NIFICANTLY ACCELERATED IN LAST FEW MONTHS. HE ALSO SUGGESTED 
GOI HAD "OTHER " INTELLIGENCE RE SYRIA WHICH, COMBINED WITH OTHER 
FACTORS IN SITUATION, LED ISRAELIS TO CONCLUSION SYRIANS MIGHT TRY 
WAR OPTION LATER THIS YEAR. HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO INCREASE 
IN SOVIET MILITARY PERSONNEL AS CLAIMED BY PERES. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT VIEWS AS TO ACCURACY OF PERES CLAIMS 
AND, IF TRUE, IMPLICATIONS OF INCREASED SOVIET PRESENCE RE 
PROSPECTS FOR CONTINUED CEASEFIRE ON SYRIAN BORDER. 
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